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LOVE, DEATH, SEX, HOMEWORK
 IT’S ALL PART OF THE SAME PROBLEM WHEN YOU’RE JUST SIXTEEN
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Kevin Killeen is one of the most re-
spected newsmen in St. Louis. But it 

is his sense of humor that sets him apart - 
Most Improved Sophomore is sure to enter-
tain and inform. And the ’70s — A golden 
age for the color orange. 

Most Improved Sophomore takes the reader 
on a hilarious ride through the world of St. 
Louis in the 1970s: high school partying, soul 
searching, and the one thing all sophomore 
boys want: True Love. A comic novel loaded 
with laughs, but also a serious exploration 
about what it means to go all the way in love 
and friendship. 

— Joe Buck, Fox Sports broadcaster
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A comic novelist who 
writes about family 
life, growing up and 
Catholic schools, Kevin 
Killeen has won awards 
for humor in his first 
two books, Never Hug 
a Nun and Try to Kiss a 
Girl. Since 1995, Killeen 
has worked as a report-
er for CBS Radio in St. 

Louis, covering crime, politics and human inter-
est features. He has also written and directed 
some twenty humorous, full-length radio plays 
for the KMOX Holiday Radio Show. In his third 
novel, Snow Globes and Hand Grenades, Killeen 
for the first time shifted the boys in the back-
ground and tells a story whose main character 
is a girl, and in this latest novel,  Most Improved 
Sophomore, he tells the tale from multiple 
points of view.

Kevin connects with his readers through 
Twitter or Facebook.

LOVE, DEATH, SEX AND HOMEWORK. IT’S ALL PART OF 
THE SAME PROBLEM WHEN YOU’RE 

SIXTEEN. 
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Comic Novel Takes Readers Back to High School in the 70s
Most Improved Sophomore, by Kevin Killeen, to be available June 6, 2017

 
ST. LOUIS, MO – Blank Slate Press, an imprint of Amphorae Publishing Group, an-
nounces Most Improved Sophomore by Kevin Killeen will be published June 6, 2017. 
Most Improved Sophomore is available for pre-order at retailers and on-line in pa-
perback for $15.95 and as an e-book for $7.99. In this fourth installment to the very 
successful Cantwell and Company series, Sophomore,  returns to the lives of Tony 
Vivamano and Patrick Cantwell. When the two sophomores race out on a Friday night 
in “The Love Machine” to pick up girls trouble soon follows. 

Most Improved Sophomore takes the reader back to the 1970s, where teenage boys 
and girls spend their time driving cars, hanging out, and looking for love in all the 
wrong places. This comic novel is loaded with laughs, but also a serious exploration 
about what it means to go all the way in love and friendship. Fox News broadcaster, 
Joe Buck, says “Kevin Killeen is one of the most respected news men in Saint Louis. 
But it is his sense of humor that sets him apart ... Most Improved Sophomore is sure to 
entertain.” 

About the Author
A comic novelist who writes about family life, growing up and Catholic schools, Kevin 
Killeen has won awards for humor in his first two books, Never Hug a Nun and Try 
to Kiss a Girl. Since 1995, Killeen has worked as a reporter for CBS Radio in St. Louis, 
covering crime, politics and human interest features. He has also written and direct-
ed some twenty humorous, full-length radio plays for the KMOX Holiday Radio Show. 
In his third novel, Snow Globes and Hand Grenades, Killeen, for the first time, put the 
boys in the background and tells a story whose main character is a girl, and in this 
latest novel, Most Improved Sophomore, he tells the tale from multiple points of view.

About Amphorae Publishing Group 
Amphorae Publishing Group is an independent publisher located in Saint Louis, Mis-
souri. Amphorae publishes trade fiction, literary fiction, young adult, and children’s 
books through its three imprints: Blank Slate Press, Walrus Publishing, and Tree-
house Publishing Group. Amphorae Publishing Group is open to submissions through 
its website at amphoraepublishing.com.

###

For more information, contact Lisa Miller at 314-606-7981; info@amphoraepublishing.com.
High-res image of the cover available here. High-res image of author available here.
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Questions and Answers 
with Kevin Killeen

How much of Most Improved Sophomore is inspired by your own teenage
years growing up in St. Louis?

A lot of this stuff really happened, but of course much is made up because the
characters got bored with me and wanted a life of their own far more interesting 
than mine. We did, however, have this double life of being good Catholic boys Monday 
through Friday and going wild on the weekends.

What is your favorite part of Most Improved Sophomore? What did you enjoy 
writing about the most? Why?

My favorite part? I’m happy to hear the people who read it laughed out loud a lot. 
But also I think the book captures the sadness of being sixteen and not knowing the 
answers to so many things—all the while you have to keep going and going, keep up 
with homework, keep up with romance, and keep up with thoughts about the future. 
So I would say my favorite part is that the book does whiplash the reader back to 
what it was like to be a teenager: the good parts and the bad. 

The four main characters have a lot to do with that. Of the two boys, one is an intro-
vert trying to improve himself and “be good,” and the other is a hedonist who makes 
speeches about his theory that the Industrial Age has ruined his sex life. Of the two 
main female characters, one is hopeful of finding true love; the other is cynical and 
believes all guys are fakes and you have to be your own best friend. The story has to 
do with how these four characters come together on a Saturday night, and scheme to 
deceive each other and avoid the police.



Questions and Answers 
with Kevin Killeen

(Continued)

This is your fourth book following the life of Patrick Cantwell. Was writing a 
series your original plan? Do you plan to write more books?

I consider these four books as stand alones, because I’m afraid readers shy away 
from making the commitment to read a book that requires them to read three oth-
ers.  Honestly, you can read Most Improved Sophomore by itself and never feel like 
you’re missing some reference. This isn’t a space opera.  Each book has its own story, 
but you can read them all if you want to backtrack.  As for more books . . . this series 
is now complete, and I have no plans to add to it. I want to write other types of nov-
els, with all new characters.

How do you balance the humor and the deeper themes of growing up and be-
ing a good person?

Much of the humor comes from the inability of all the characters to be good, despite 
the moral school they attend or the expectations of their families. I suppose all my 
books have been comedies about the perils of self redemption. That’s been a theme 
of my humor throughout. 

What do you ultimately want readers to take away from reading Most Im-
proved Sophomore?

I hope they like the book so much that when they’re finished, they put it on the shelf 
so they can read it again.  That’s all a writer can hope for, to not end up on the curb 
on recycling night.

Where can readers find out more about you and your work?

Readers can connect with me via Twitter or Facebook.

https://twitter.com/KMOXKilleen
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100004518679203
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